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(54) DIGITAL CAMERA AND RECORDING MEDIUM 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To correct inclination of an 
image signal toward a high luminance side and to obtain 
an appropriate output picture by allowing the signal 
conversion means to have conversion characteristics 
for a high luminance image where a rising part shifts 
toward the high luminance side of an input level rather 
than reference conversion characteristics for ordinary 
photographing at the time of flash photographing at a 
short distance. 

SOLUTION: In a signal processing circuit 313, 
prescribed signal processing is applied to an image 
signal obtained from a CCD 303 and level adjustment of 
the image signal is performed by gain adjustment of an 
AGC circuit inside. In an A/D converter 205, each pixel 
signal of the image signal to be obtained from the signal 
processing circuit 313 is converted into a digital signal. 
In a ?correction circuit 208, there are plural ? correction 
tables of different characteristics and ? characteristics 
of the image signal are corrected. In the case of short 

distance flash photographing mode, the ? correction table for high luminance image is selected. 
When a bit length of an output signal has a ? correction circuit smaller than that of an input 
signal, it becomes particularly effective to perform high luminance correction in the ? 
correction circuit. 
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«>^*«I«B2 1 lrt<07 5-y>'j«.>*y2 1 1BC1 
JgW(=E»LT*JWtfcj:<, Sfc. *oV7b«>i7 

/7iJ, £ffc$lj«l&2 1 lrtcO^^yv-JL^^U 2 1 
lBte««LT«W*£i:i:*4. *LT, 77 7v 
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hZktfX'Zh. 
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2 1 1 (OfflWiE m,z2s-3* ftjg7 5 -y ^ a 5<0*3fcOir 

15. 563t*aiX»3t^-f'5>^*IM»Us HXIBK3 

5 -y ^ * 5 O^Ttfi £ (WW 6 . 
[00 5 5] RTC2 19I1 *»B 

tf*ttt0»T&* . 01~S4T<4ll*L : yrv^iJ<7)l|^ 

[00 56] **f£SB2 50<4. J^UUPX-f yf- 



6. DOWN^vf 7. is-T-/?—#?>'9. FLt 

2. flW/We-FKJ&sU v + 1 
•yf-SrAfilLXfcO. ^**JSP«52 1 lkr^tTx^ 

[00 57] £ft#JffllSB2 1 U4. v^nryta- 
^A^&D. ±^L^S«S?3rt2l^^7**«2rt 

[00 58] H514. ±mm&2 \ lrt<7)CPU2 1 

iA^t'j2iiB. 2 1 1 ce&mzx-oxzgaz 

ic ±mm^2 1 m. saisijfflHi (y+77-xt 
-k(ss)) zw&.-thK*><onm*rg&2 iut 

.X^-KRJ@» 2 1 1 bfcSrCSiTV^. t* 
SfMH?2 1 1 a{4. iM*««tt!Bfc:**vt, CCD 3 
0 3 £4 01/30 (SO ^cJRDji^iT.&BfcSrfflffl 

[00593 -r=5r;fo*>. *S««5£SB2 1 1 a»4. 

*y 2 o 9<,zwmmzn&zti&wm7 t -?t:mi\ m 

«>t'J2 09 WlSigx <J T £r 9 <1<7j7o >y 9 

[0 060] ^+ y^-^.tf-H^S?2 1 1 bJ4. M 
^^^2 llaCi &tm#<VW8Lcr>m&£3:lZ&'J 
UT^+-y^-Xtr-h* (CCD3 03^0«^^IS]) 2: 
tft^T h. >-+-y^-Xt:-Hig^62 llbli. 
jlSJKk y ^-^ tf- F S S SrRia-^ttTt i^^ -y f— 

[006 1] v-v-y^— Xt-FS SJ4. *>7SI» 
(Cl/128(#) <fttJSSOffiV^ir-y^-^tr- 
Y) lzWm®MZtl, Sf^F«l«©tt50Tt4. ^+-y 
^--^f- Kf&Jfc»2 1 1 b{4. »«ipl«a52 1 1 ate 

.i: & ®?f#<vM&cDmi&&mzm txwafefr t*&xm 

[ 0 0 6 2 ] 4fc % ±#fflWU2 1 1 J4. a^ffitfe^*® 
«li«Sr rg^ffij k^o. ) X'$>&i)K ^— Htc«i*- 

®®fJSS5 2 1 1 eSrS^Ctfilx-CUS. 
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<4. ss^^offi •) . i oot-^ €£3rr 
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[00643 ut#oT. wmq&gi2 1 1 eii, mm 

^^SmJi^^U 2 1 1 dKf£<g$ixS. 
[00653 ±mm&2 1 1(2. M&is-ylzfotX 

riHSx-^j <94«3t<Oitg^-^£!|yj5rt&>< 
->^«S2 1 1 cfcS&teflttTV**. r 

>} it. mfttm^&mm&m oiz. m®. 75^ 
Gis-^j a. s.w?mztt-r&fmvt i&mt. ax 

z&smzm-z m&amftcotzfr , 7 9 ? ^ * 
Bf^«^^f-^-c-<7)ffi^<o j: 3 tz±tmiz$mizyi 

«£(2. y+ 7 ^ t- H S S<0|^1^| fffc 

mfem&Lkcow&^tzizit. * *>nm.mti'-> 1 1 
wrrs. i^-y^m.U2 1 1 cofij^mt^^ y 2 
1 1 dtcieti$<x&. 

[0066] &*«|*ff 2 1 Hi. ±fBJtJ£®<Itf)IEIi 

352 1 1 f b. yj**-! JUmm8.1/EffiW1giZ&J$.-r2> 
f£Sf:B«±j£SB2 1 lgt. 'J^-H8tciefi$ix 
fcBtfeft-f-S: LC 1 0 IcH^-f -S^^H^S 

mm*T£±j&-+& M£.wm£.f&& 21 ihtz2t>izffi 

[0 0 6 7] 7^;U^gP2 1 1 f(2. It^ty2 09 

& B#oftj§^^s-«jE l x&mzm-t&wMcomjE 

&'<foh<?)X'fo&. y-i)V"S>^2 1 1 f (2. £EIS*K = 
1/8. l/2 0OWm(;:ovvt. gUHTOISSIfti 

XLX. ^ttfrh2^&r : J-5>)\>-7 <)V?htt§l 

[00683 f££iB4fc±j£gB2 1 lgll ®tfc**'J2 
09*^®«fi#5r7^;P^giJ2 1 1 f £:f|-LT3!*ai 
LT * ^ 'J - K 8 tclES-T * 4 BE8I 

S{fcfc££j£-f&. !e#IB«£j£g?2 1 1 g(2. B<£.X 
*'J 2 0 9a^5*?7£5£#ftlCjt3ELoo. a^ffli: 



L. flS<^, *3-Yl/F2\2*1tLXimZ1XhX*: 
<J K 8 (::<£&-*• 4 CI t X\ -fA^/UB&Sr^JfcL 

[00693 $ biz. mmmn8M2 1 1 git. mm 

^^'J2 0 9*»4>7 4)V?&2 1 1 f £tf-LT£B3fcx 
U CLft£<9B£T-?fc2<fc7cDCT^ 

jsy^>&%im<ojpEGttizji&mj£<?>Em 
m£ZMLxE.timm<?)WiSiiE*§rZ&&L. - cassia 

mm*? * * * 'J # - Y 8 co*B«x >J TCIS^f •& . 
[00703 ^*'j*-K8«. meiZTTcti.oi.z. =f 

•SffrtMyizX-iXiZ&ZtlteWmZ. JEIS^l/2 
0T-4 0avoB&#te«*TtrC£9. ^ 

ts^gogp^i: , jpe Giz^m&%ttimm.<rm 

tfefl# (640X48 OffiS^) fc-9\&*-f )V^r.m<m 
igiim^ (8 0x6 0B3g) ^le^^ilT^S. #37f 

m.x\ mu$Exi Fm&ow&yT'Oi'kLx&oz 
ti?*imx'hz>. 

[00713 <a-3. rffiEcomm>zc?>mi<r>ftmizji; 

tT . jfiSESI^o^ y y is*.*- YX'rMJElsm 2 0 8 

izskteztihrmiET- 7mz-o^x. aTxwm- 

[0 07 2 3 07(2. A^Btefl-f^tXh^AS- 
±*Lfc««rar«BT*4. i7CfcW. «l*ill(2»JK 
U-^x. IKNtiBS8n*a%U xtf** <*&iik' 
&mmt%&. £tz. xWLhfcfc(tSXo.ax(2B««# 
(c±3(tS^-f tS yruyiS^mmZTjkL. Pmnit 
\zXh7yJ*HSiz&\,^X&'bk%:&mBil''<>l'. P«» 
x(2 1 ^. h ?y AH S (cfcv^TfiAt 44«*l^/^ 

[00733 ifiraeHJottaiw**- kt**7?d 
r. ikfttmzigmsiwizm-otiwfcm^k*') . ^--^* 

-ffi3tSiifeB«k^r«). 3 SrBtfcff -s|-co%£\ 
x-^-i: LT£7)*^aVb7^.h^>->'*PW(2. Pmin 
—PmaxOlSlt^l). 

[0 074 3 -?->IT\ ^co^n^h^^hl^^^PW 

zttijjmcoyj -rs. -y ? i^>^*o(j(i'^fcWjeft(tT 
a^T*^ 777^ im<r>i$r£ mr ^^sm.yy-y 

yat-Kj ) (C(2. 131 9 (C^T il^^ r ffilET— r 
/PT'^r<. »:T«^-i.^SB<lfflOrfliiE-r-7'^ 

[00753 08(2. mmyy-v^^-Yiza^x 
r aif- ^ 2 o 8 crtfcg $ ti h ^mgm&mv) r n 

T^-0T'S>&. 08Cfcv^. «l«i(2A*®S^l' 
t'^»ST-J>&. x«LhC*3(tl.Xmax(2A71» 
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[0076] -ro3S*me#-7'cra (ut r ns?gffl 

^SfflKBrSgO* 7 b -y MIXO ( X0> 0 ) t'Wrt 

ftibZit&zttzX*). wi^OSPSW* 

t>±# h X o IZ Ltc i> <DXh h . 
[00 7 7] ZZIiZtS^X* Z<V*7*-y bffiXOti. 

m* <r> =s- y**fHcot ^x * -ii ma* ^iSciaoigEEfi 
yy<yisj.s&zmmtwz?T\\ ztLiz£ixmt>tL$> 
txh 7<7j>zimmz>imLxfrm-t& z t 
h. tetm. &m®<rmmmzt l zii^x'&htiz,m 

Tmmiz&tx*y±v hmxozikfeLxti< zttf 

[0 0 7 8] dcO^Ffi^iSlCioT. xj&JbEgttXmax 

0. yWLtffi^Ymaxtti5C^vrG#±t&#. r 
^^ftt^-7"iix^±|IB«X0ax#ifiT'<d:*^ , 9 r « 

[0 0 79] A/D^»S2 0 5T'^$iX7tl 

ob'-y hnmmm^zwm-r&teft. Atimmm^im 

*Ml:«RG BOfeft^rt (C10 b*y M*j£T'& 0 . 
U K 8^<?DieilSrS!)^Wtc^TX & J: 3 Iz&JjW 

fcSilTiJO. lO^CIt Xmax=1 02 3, Xmin 
= 0, Ymax=255. Ymin= 0 iSrS . 08cor^& 

IV, 

[0080] ifiBElKHmiSrV* <o* •} *agRBIj0& 

[0 08 1 ] BB*LfcJ:3fc:» f^W>7 1 fciSH 
CI, C2-#HMIS*VCV**. ^fL<oJi-r^TA7JTRS 

ffixmi n*^ siiffwci; *>±3&*s &m&&* - y'x h h 



[0082] <A-4.t^^^> 5 1 <^Bf^cO«lS>0 

[0083] t-r. AT>y7-si<7)mziimmim*#} 

SSI 0£*:<i3fc^7-M ^2 lTl£f:fl:£«aUi:# 

^-r-y^-^^g^iTfr-l). 
[0 084] .TfticJEgLT. iKOX^-yT S 2Ttt» 

[0085] X-r-y rS3T't±. ffl^fr#7?nt- 
YX'nm&X'hhtiK -PS07^D^y2 0WT$ 

x-r-yrs 3T'ti. v;Dt-Kt*l.fri' oMzirfr 
(f 5 0 cm ) &T t sflr ■& i£89rC'<09a^*»S*'f J^fr i: 
fciblZT ~J?iV1i* yiZ&tfhixX \->&$m3-—>y hfr 

^ntzsmm^^mLx . ^coggstd-^^^ia^fc 

itSS-T S i i: J: o T ?f 3 £ fc ^'T^ -S. . 
[0086] Xr- y7S4<,Z&^Xi*. ®M$&W~77 
*yi'*m!&X'hhi3^ti**m'g.-rZ>. 0*0. 777y 

•^■tCliX-f yrS 3 |5iaiCX-r 7 7S 6 tCiStf. 
[0087] Xx yTS3i3«kl^X-f yrS4lCt3tt-5. 
JHWfefNOWjett, ^<4=fiJ«S?2 1 ltciO^fl-S. 

[ o o 8 8 ] z. z x\ -mtiZiSMmsmx^-oy 7 y v- 

[0089] (DmSfflWfrZ : v^iT/UT'iS 

mamz&fct&m'irbLxit. zzx-mmtx^z 

X ~Azm&mW~?7n*:-VZ&1R-r&t3r& (U>X1Z 
mV*nt&7i?fA'*i* ycoi§r£i,Z'??vuyXl / z3z& 

ztf^Kt*co&.imMi) i mfev>®mmaTX't>h*i> 
[0090] mm^-siza*- KSiR^^ >%t'izx 

•yX-vtn^-Vlz&JZZtlX^&frb'ofrZititfflW 

U2 1 laqyjjgu m%<r)Wr&iz\$-&M3mt Lxvm 
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t o o 9 1 1 ztz. ifflggj.- v h &ffiz.tzgfm£m& 

[00 92] Zix^^ix^ixcom^lza^X , v?u 
JtK£¥»fc LT®«gLT*$ 0 . £ffl«0Hff2 1 1 

s. 

[00931 O^^'/yaWt'^iVZiW 
[00 94] g»»t*-H*«RS<lTV%4* 

563*1.6. £Ofc*. KTIi, £ii^<oa 

a?<WWH«ai¥« k ®«Jt&¥8 i: «fc o T 1t 

-5-^)iS*^^WJfflia52 1 1 tfSJRW*. 
[009 5] LfciF-sT. 5MHfcfc*-Ktf)*£fc, i 

«^Jffllgi5 2 1 1 ^#BS LT7 7 7 j-g^i: 5 

[00 9 6] H9(=K^T. *-r«yTS5fc:iItJtf>li3£ 

«07tfOWc^-r«}: dSrh* bf^M.Zft^lSmmmiz 

SriSSSjgB&ffl^ r iiEf- 7)VTMzm^ vfc r *BE 
£ r«lEl2]fi82 0 8(cfcv%T^d . 
[009 7] ^£Tii*-f. ^T77'S 5 afcfcWCiS 

^rMEx-^TACfcli&StKi^liRstt;: 
-OUT. 01 0£#B!LTJrFTl&BJf 6. 
[0098] r*i:EB&2 0 8flKSm^mtt#-7 
CO. • • £3Tf ^il^^ffl^rME-f-r/PTO. • 

M^WcRStSix-CV^^Kli. *0-5*><9i§;jESJgB 
tfeffleorffiE^-r^TASrgJR-f 6. ^0. 010 
(alfc^tiiC. ^WJffliaJ2 1 lfrt><7)Wmm^lZ 
«k9-»rl^?208 aT'r^IEf— 7VPTA#gffiS*l 

[ 0 0 9 9 ] . JgSyOfBJK. UMB&fflOr SEE 
T—yfr* r*§jE0S&2 0 8 (cRJTf 4 J: o izm&Zix 



puaqs&u &xj]W&\s'<j\'x.(D*i\-?ti<?)miztt 

jS-f£>iti73B<iW<^yOte£. *7-fev hftXOrtftt 
AifiBffcUOl' (x + XO) ffi:*JB« 
ffi^TFl^K^-f. O^xgX0^T<?5ffiHt 
owcii, y = o^3$»JWc4-i.S. £OJ:-5lcLTf£ 
jftSft^SSBtfUl^rMET-TOl'-TAU:. 010 
(b) izlji-t £olzrttJE\si$&208lz/\,-y ?T<y7T 

-y^jtx-mfeztih. z<^t^ut. mtnBm&m 

<r> r W£r-7frTM>£to £ LT£}<«9H2 
y hexo^ttSr-f^rt^vlO^tt 

[ 0 1 0 0 1 $ UZ, ^^ffe)-7'C(W^ 

»£T'#.|>. -r^r*.*>. 01 0(c)t7jrfi ate. A^J 
Btefl^Ol^l-VCtt LT^?* >y ffiX0£«JM£ 
2 0 8MCT^3^j£LT-£-j£»fl#Vc = (V-XO) 

-g-KtiffiXSSBtfeffiO r WE^r-y^TMmm^ ixh 

mith&w. zcomuz&ifz rimmm<vsam 

[0101] WSSBtfefflOrffllE'r-^l'TA^rffl 
I0K2O8^J3V^T5gS?*^{4a56$^f^ SKfeC 

. zti t= (Tmrnm^mnKi-z r ikeer 2 0 s r 

ffllx-^TAT-SSi^^S. (Xf'i-7S5b) . 

[0 102]-*. ^•yrse-cii. Tgsm&ti-zr 
coizttmr&'&ftm&m^rmET-ywmiR-z 
ti. ztiizm^xwiSitmzfto . 

[0 103] -tUT. Xx-y7*S7fctJV^"CJi. ^.-r-y 
/S 5 ^7t«±^x-yr S 6tcT«i31$ix^B«ffi-f-i£r0 
4 cOB<!M ^ V 2 0 9 cov %-Tix*HC«#-r & . 

[0104] ^<r>T^mkvm&m^\± : Ti??)\>-t]*v 
l<75LCD^gEl OlCfc^Ta^-SClktT'^S 
^^'J^-KS^rk'SrftfflLT-r^'^/^^^lO 

1fiX'%h. 

[0105] <k-5.wm9m<r>m><ziz. -^usmmm 

cr>r1§JE7—7'J\'TMz&'3<W1Sitmiz£ SS±B« 

[0106] 01 lt'ti. ^WC5x50B#'eh , J 

B«5ftS<7)^-XT-*)S. Bffi^5 1(i. CCD 3 0 
3 T'BtffS fL^Bffiit-f-^A/D^ts 2 5 Tfy^^ 
fi#fc^Si$^ JRK/HijE0»2O6«J:imB|g 
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mz 4 -oxiM*&mz ixtz&cm&i&^x'h o. rffiE 

Zi\h1ft<r> : T—?Z7*LT^h. B<£fl#52(4. rffi 
JE®&2QQ\,ZXrffiLZtltz&cm®.m^X\ B&* 
*U 2 0 9(::&:&Sft.i>. Bifefl-f 5 3J4. B«fc 
'J 2 0 9&fiU*3frfcBfMI-9£"-y'Jvl':i ft: 
a-* 4 0*5*-*"?, *fctt"5*>^l'JM51*>LC 
D 1 OT-S£S:h.£BfcOJS,gl^UOT-*£^LT 

[0107] B«ft-^5 1 14. «-ffi^<7))tS«W^U*U 

~3£T^Bfcfi#T'j>'5. d^bxt^^HGi* 

14. 07 UtttiteJSjKW^x. Jffff&l4B3t& 

nSr^LT^S. *LT. Sgl^/Px = 0 . 1. 2. 
3 <4. -Hl-f JilBRIk n = 0 . 16. 
8. l<^)«-li?rtoTV^. H7(c^-T«ffiS 

GlT*tf)l#fflSU »S^^x = 0ftifiOli3t^ 
Uip»9>l)S®Kffl!llCfil-7 i t #*> 
3:33. BMfrPffWK SSKW^£3 2Ti: LT 

^ £ # . eke 4 o izmmvwi&m-^x'it . 1 o t- - y 

h (=1024) tZtofZ<0-frlBl,X^&. 

[0 1 0 8] *LT. B«Ht#5 14>*£fctt. 

ifeitfO^ttA^SSi^Hil btth. 

J4. -TOrltiET— r;Hc4 0. A^»I1/^HK 

2. 3#>*. ^-Pa*»SU"<v'HeO. a. 

*U>. Srii. 31J&. x^/WE-f-tciSVvta, b(4S3& 

fc^-&{4TT$>*^. ££T*t4SMJitf)fillh. B&kt4 

[0109] ±ieoa«*&aic4 o . wmm^ 5 1 <4. 

B«fI-^5 2KS3£$fx£. 5 214. JESS 

U^HBO 5"£tfB&ft#i . 
[0 1 1 0] -f-cof*. ffi«fl^-5 2t4. r ^14^-^5 
SSr^TfS^-^efcrt. H^.®fflfe53fcLTai^$ 

^55^40. A*»ll/'OH0. a. b#. *ix<P 
*ititfiMKl''</HtO. 1. 2(c^$fL§. ZixizJ: 
K> . If £Bffi 5 3 (4SJKU^H1 0 ^tf*fflll= 

[0111] OhO»^tc4 0. *-A-SSft$ix*:» 

[0 1 1 2] Srfc. »«Kfl0^fiiO^AjE-t«iitt«i 
SCown*. x^;^^7l^i5{t-5fffi<7)«#^m 
0»TOSatt^r«T , *i. L*»U rffljEEfiS2 0 8 
J4. C C D 3 0 3 TOBflURW frhWfc** 0 209^ 

<vwmm^n&mzm&^c^^!mn%frx'®&f$: 

OElKh^O. rffljE^-r^TA (08) X'W&jin 



gb^U±ISeYinax{iA^3BJK^^l'±IS<gXiiax^ 1 
/4 ( = 8b'y h/1 Ob'yM miZEmZtl&t:#>* 

(Di^mmzx ->x Aa&jmvTiSfMiwmKtf 

[0 113] L^o-C. a^OrffijEtcioT 1 Ob' 
•y h m^-fr h 8 b* •/ b «*£S» t L ^CS'JcO^0 
KT'ffi«0^«sc7>3SS 5rffl:T£ •£ S 4 0 (i . 8 b* >y Mb 
Zix&ffigX'ftjimny'ii-S "/IVWtX'^htSl 

[0 114] tztHS. iSBmy ? -vis it-W 
K*JWC. A^ffllW7;H'>'^*0~l 02 3 (10b*-y 
b) <95*>. 07<7)^S6a^h7^M^^^*PWi: LT 
2 0 0-1 00 0O3ri£fcB*##*LTV^i§£\ il 
^Or^oE^di:. i3fcii*^¥^®t tT. A*l 
by YKK 0256/1024 = 0. 2 5T'ai^«^-*« 

Wfc&xhtf. *y*<v hmxoztzt 7 0 ft 

Si:. A*lb'.yb*>7t'5 2 5 6/ (1024-17 
0) =0. 3i:3rD. ffiSMWJS^f"«. Lfe**->T. 
Aa^OT'T ^^/Hi^«S*^-fb6 { »i«flT'# Sit 

[0115] |gPg<50r«iE(4^^^^T'Jf>S^46^B 
« l"<.;K0ffitc 4 -jT a^ L -fbi^{4S'5r h if . fgft i: L 
Ti4±feoftai: PI«-C'*>S . 

[0 116] d<04^^rS**^. aJ:fifi-^Ob'.y bft 
^A^lffi^b'-y h«4 •y'h^v^rffiiiElHlKSr^oiS^ 

[oii7]<B. w.2.mmm> 
<b-i . ga$i?sj£>#ipj<7)sii 2 nsfe^si^^ sfy?^ 
yco^mmmt. rfiHEEB 2 0 8 tcKiii-*- 
miUlifi^JB^x^^^^l k^L<^r-5 
TV^S. ro^2H^J®0-r^*^^^7Ti4. r« 
IE0K2 0 8(cg^il^^35JK®«fflOrMI-f-^ 
)Vt LT. 013 ^09^4 4 3 £ 2«?ac07S5ISjKBtfe 
fflOS^1#14^-rCml, Cm2^«JEE-r&rfflIE-r-r 
;PTA1, TA25r*tTV>|>„ 

[01 is] -hismmow. 1 ^^^14^7-^ 

Cmlt4. -ec^i-fei^O^PSl^. *>v£'07z£%m 
1 <0Jf7b y hiSXOl^^HWWKlil^Ji^fTV^. 
^«ffl^2^^g!fttt*-7'C^i4. 

•^i^ogspsa^'. hexo^OAt 
%m2<v*7-tvhm. xo2*^s?«e*itci:*>±*^ x v » 

^2c7)^J§^1tX?-7'Cm2l4. gl«#tt*~ 
yc«l*x«<0MME*HltBBaEK (X02-X01) fe* 

[0119] <B-2.i»^>±ie^4 pCm2Hi^®T- 
<4^S»«B«ffl02o^)rfiijEx-7 r ^TAl, TA2$r^ 
«UO SlUife^S^T^'^^^^l^ll) 
mc^LT. A^Bt£ft-§-coSSfilfSC^^. 2S^ 
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[0 12 0] AfrWfcli. H94>7o-f-*-MciJ(t 
hXr >y T S 5 Kffl^-f SSftSSr^ LfcH 1 4 fcfcV^ 
T, ^f^rvTS 1 lTJi. r«IElH]8S208OA^ 

»3ttt. n&ftttfSkb Lxm&tZ£#fflW&2 1 1 

05) nKfrx-mmzixh. zzx-ii. mmm^<om 
[o 1 2 1 3 wr*uo*£fc. aHfefc«k-5T#4>n^B 

flLX* U 2 0 9£EttStU ffKft/MBPain#tt£3 
fcttC, *<0H«**U2 0 9*4>B*ri:fcBiai3*l. 

jEWOBftfi* k m&ZtiXWiSi* =E tf 2 0 9 (c£tt3 
ft*. 

[01223 ^f7rs l 2TWL BlfefI#<o» 
Aft/hit p mi ntvmmmcom 1 o r iif- toutai 

(03T7-fe-y hffiXOlJ: DW^HW*. iiT. 
Pnin<X01T'£>&%£(Cti. X^-y^S 1 6^jltf. 
— P mi n< XOrCS: V M$r&lZi± . ^f'/TS 1 3K: 

atr. 

[0 1 2 33 ^f77Sl 31C*3^T<5, ffi«(l#^«i 
j£fi'htePmina*KJ&K/8CDgl 2 <7) r ffiiET— 7Vl'TA2 
<0^7Hr -y httX02j: V^*»&«jeT*. tit, 

Pmin<X02T*i>%&fc:ti. Xf77"S 1 5lZMtsZ. 
tt%K). Pmin<X02T : 5rV'>%^(c{i. Xf 77'Sl 

[oi 243 mz. xf7r s 1 4-cii, is*fjsa«ffl 
com 2 o r WET—yfrTKLizm^ ~*x fs^saatfr 

[0 1 2 53 ^f7rs 1 6T'(S. 09070— 

r mtT-7jvTQizm~5% mwmz'ft o . 

[0 1 263 ULhOtSmci ^T, H*«-9«fls3&:3 > 
£ 0 rffliE-r-r^gltRT-# . *>o®,K«/JMiPinin 

m£<&mX'Z&Zbb%&, 

[oi 273 ixtvwjmz* K>.mi mtmmeo^b 
mmz. *-^-%K2tifzw&wmiz}6^x , num. 
m^wi&m^m *) zmjex-z h . 
[o i 283 <c. m3^mmm> 
<c-i . m%wk&>*wnv>w. 3 mmmiz&h7i;f/i> 
*x 7<om&mmi, r«EE»2 0 8 



JE05I2 0 8tc|^^T^SiiJg®®fflOr«ijE-r-r 
;U7>*7-tr y hffiX0$:A^ffi<i(i^SSfl!$8*^^ 

[0 1 293 <c-2.1M£>0i 511 tcotztbemffito 
ftz:vrtya-1-T-hX'h*). 09<O7D-fi--h 
0*-f-yTS5fc:ttf5-fS. 

[0 1 30 3 Xf77"S2 lt'Ji. r*HEEB2 
0 8cy)A^ffi««-§-^-t-tiT.-&SfflR^«PwnSr^ 
CfO^ti, £#fflW&2 1 1TH»$*1*. C 

*SiE££<ti>Bufc. B«p<^'J2 0 9fcV^^S«<i 

[01313 mz, ^f7/s 2 2-ci±, &fzztiKm 

SfiMMSPminlC, ^&*$tt#-:/Cm (08) tCfctf-g. 
*7-fe -y h«X0**-HR^"* <k 7 fc. S*SajmttJ&- 
:/CO£¥*Tgf!>$-£&:ri:l::«k 0 r«jE-r-7 r /t'TA£ 
£j£-f6. -I-Til fflitfiai 6l^-TJ:ol=. £ffc 
1 l*^«aS2 0 8cfc:A7J$^3i-7-fe'y 
hiSXO ( = Pmin) fcB»«#fcj6*^jRS*l.fctt, 
^#tt*-7'C0$-*-r-S, r?KEx-^T0CCctoT 
. iO«»S2 08ci rffiiE-f-^TO 
kfOifiai^i: 0 rffliE^-r;UTAO^*<^flBMtc3* 

[0 1 3 23 ^f772 3t:te^tlt ^§ix/cr« 

[0 1 333 liLhc0»^^ «t . ^ffijg7 7 -y i^iffi 
J^lCfett 4 ®«^OTRRffi P mi n# > r b IZ t> 
OUtt, Ztlt>l,ZfotX*7+:>y hffiXOSr^/ir 

[0 1 34 3 ^Oifem. JB 1 ^tt^O^t Piat^ 

[0 1 3 53 <D. m4HM^S> 

<d-i . m$mi8L>*?m<rm4. mmsmz& h 71;?^ 
tx^vmzmmi. r*HEigg&2 0 8icisiii-r&95^ 
zmz, mimkmmnritf/utxyibmLKto 
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* NOTICES * 

Japan Patent Office is not responsible for anydamages caused by the use of this 
translation. 

l.This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect 
the original precisely. 

2 **** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The digital camera characterized by having a transfer characteristic setting 
means to set the transfer characteristic for high brightness pictures which changes the 
input picture signal acquired by photography by the predetermined signal 
transformation means, and acquires the picture signal for an output, and which was a 
digital camera, and usually started from the criteria transfer characteristic for 
photography at the time of flash plate photography in a short distance, and the section 
shifted to the high brightness side of an input level as the aforementioned signal 
transformation means. 

[Claim 2] It is the digital camera characterized by flash plate photography in the 
aforementioned short distance being flash plate photography in the macro mode in a 
digital camera according to claim 1. 

[Claim 3] It is the digital camera characterized by having a brightness specification 
means to specify the brightness minimum value by which the aforementioned transfer 
characteristic setting means is included in the aforementioned input picture signal in a 
digital camera according to claim 1 or 2, and a property determination means to 
determine that the transfer characteristic for the aforementioned quantity brightness 
pictures will start from near the aforementioned brightness minimum value 
substantially. 

[Claim 4] It is the digital camera characterized by to be a means to also specify the 
brightness maximum by which the aforementioned brightness specification means is 
included in the aforementioned input picture signal with the aforementioned 
brightness minimum value in a digital camera according to claim 3, and to be a means 
determine the transfer characteristic for the aforementioned quantity brightness 
pictures that the aforementioned property determination means starts from near the 
aforementioned brightness minimum value substantially, and is substantially 
saturated near the aforementioned brightness maximum. 
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[Claim 5] It is the digital camera characterized by determining the transfer 
characteristic for the aforementioned quantity brightness pictures by carrying out the 
parallel displacement of the curve to which the aforementioned property determination 
means expresses the aforementioned criteria transfer characteristic in a digital camera 
according to claim 3 to the high brightness side of an input level. 

[Claim 6] It is the digital camera characterized by determining the transfer 
characteristic for the aforementioned quantity brightness pictures by compressing the 
curve which expresses the aforementioned criteria transfer characteristic while the 
aforementioned property determination means had maintained the dynamic range of 
an output level in the digital camera according to claim 4 by the input-level side. 
[Claim 7] The record medium which is characterized by having recorded the program 
for operating the digital camera concerned as a digital camera of either a claim 1 or the 
claim 6 by being installed in the microcomputer built in the digital camera and in 
which computer read is possible. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[The technical field to which invention belongs] Especially this invention relates to the 
improvement for acquiring a proper photography picture in flash plate photography of 
a short distance about a digital camera. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] In a digital camera, after digitizing the picture signal 
acquired with image pck-up elements, such as CCD, it transmits to information 
processors, such as a personal computer, by cable splicing, infrared ray communication, 
etc. through record media, such as a flash memory. And it is possible to display the 
picture on monitors, such as CRT and a liquid crystal display, in a personal computer. 
[0003] By the way, not alignment but the intensity level x of an input signal and a 
monitor and the relation of y serve as gamma characteristics as shown in the following 
formula to the level of the picture signal as which the gradation (brightness) property 
in such a monitor is inputted into a monitor. 
[0004] 

[Equation 1] In order to make the gradation of a photography picture reproduce 
correctly on y=xgamma, for this reason a monitor, it is necessary to rectify the 
gradation of an input picture according to a monitor. Such an amendment is made by 
specifically performing beforehand processing (gamma amendment) which hits several 
1 inverse function. 

[0005] Drawing 19 is drawing for explaining this gamma amendment. In the horizontal 
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axis x, the intensity level of an input signal and the vertical axis y show the intensity 
level of an output signal. The transfer characteristic curve CO of the I/O shown in 
drawing 19 corresponds to several 1 inverse function, and the standup section from a x 
axis is x= 0 (black level). Moreover, the transfer characteristic curve CO is the upper 
limit Xmax of the dynamic range in an input signal, and it is set up so that it may 
correspond to the upper limit Ymax of the dynamic range in an output signal. And in a 
monitor, as for the signal to which the image processing was performed by the 
amendment circuit which has such the transfer characteristic, gradation is reproduced 
correctly. 
[0006] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, when performing flash plate 
photography for a short distance, in order that the luminosity of the whole scene may 
be greatly dependent on flash plate light, the influence the luminescence state of a 
flash plate affects an exposure state is large. However, luminescence of flash plate light 
is not necessarily performed proper for the following reasons. 

[0007] (1) In the case of a camera with a flash plate MACHIKKU function : since a 
luminescence state changes with dispersion in the standup property of a flash plate arc 
tube, or mechanism dispersion of the diameter of drawing, the luminescence state set 
automatically is not always acquired. It becomes exaggerated exposure when it shifts 
especially to an overluminescence side. 

[0008] (2) In the case of a camera with a modulated light function : since a limit is in 
the maximum quantity of light correspondence function of a modulated light element, 
like flash plate photography of a short distance, when the luminosity of a scene is 
especially large, the output of a modulated light element is saturated, and the 
luminosity of a scene cannot be detected correctly. Consequently, although the scene 
has high brightness in fact, luminescence of a flash plate cannot be stopped. 
[0009] When the luminescence state of a flash plate becomes unsuitable according to 
these causes, as for the photoed picture, exaggerated exposure has many bird clappers. 
[0010] The photography picture in which exaggerated exposure was carried out by the 
above-mentioned reason consists of picture signals which inclined toward the high 
brightness side as a whole. And when a gamma correction circuit etc. performs an 
image processing as it is and it reproduces with a monitor the photography picture by 
which exaggerated exposure was carried out, there is no tightness in the shadow 
section and it is reproduced as a picture which gives the impression which flew to the 
whole white. 

[0011] This is the result of being contrary to an intention of a photography person 
unlike the high-key concept of performing the image pck-up which used the high 
brightness side intentionally, and to prevent such a situation is desired. However, since 
in flash plate photography the luminosity of the scene at the time of flash plate 
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luminescence cannot be directly checked with the naked eye before a photography 
person ! s emitting light, the amendment is difficult for beforehand to an undershirt side 
in a automatic exposure. 

[0012] Moreover, since to automate so that the photography result which can be 
satisfied especially mostly in the case of a compact type digital camera, without 
performing fine adjustment may be obtained is demanded, it is not appropriate to 
require a complicated setup of a photography person only within the time of flash plate 
photography for a short distance. 
[0013] 

[Objects of the Invention] this invention is made in view of the above-mentioned 
technical problem, and aims at offering the digital camera technology in which it is a 
short distance, and the bias of the picture signal by the side of high brightness can be 
corrected also in flash plate photography, and a proper output picture can be acquired 
to it. 
[0014] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to solve the above-mentioned technical 
problem, invention of a claim 1 is a digital camera which changes the input picture 
signal acquired by photography by the predetermined signal transformation means, 
and acquires the picture signal for an output, and is equipped with a transfer 
characteristic setting means to set the transfer characteristic for high brightness 
pictures which usually started from the criteria transfer characteristic for photography, 
and the section shifted to the high brightness side of an input level as the 
aforementioned signal transformation means, at the time of flash plate photography in 
a short distance. 

[0015] Moreover, invention of a claim 2 is flash plate photography [ in / the macro mode 
/ in flash plate photography in the aforementioned short distance ] in the digital 
camera concerning invention of a claim 1. 

[0016] Moreover, the aforementioned transfer characteristic setting means is equipped 
with a brightness specification means to specify the brightness minimum value 
contained in the aforementioned input picture signal, and a property determination 
means to determine that the transfer characteristic for the aforementioned quantity 
brightness pictures will start from near the aforementioned brightness minimum value 
substantially, in the digital camera which invention of a claim 3 requires for invention 
of a claim 1 or a claim 2. 

[0017] Moreover, the aforementioned brightness specification means is a means also 
specify the brightness maximum contained in the aforementioned input picture signal 
with the aforementioned brightness minimum value, and is a means determine the 
transfer characteristic for the aforementioned quantity brightness pictures that the 
aforementioned property determination means starts from near the aforementioned 
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brightness minimum value substantially, and is substantially saturated near the 
aforementioned brightness maximum, in the digital camera which invention of a claim 
4 requires for invention of a claim 3. 

[0018] Moreover, in the digital camera which invention of a claim 5 requires for 
invention of a claim 3, the aforementioned property determination means determines 
the transfer characteristic for the aforementioned quantity brightness pictures by 
carrying out the parallel displacement of the curve showing the aforementioned criteria 
transfer characteristic to the high brightness side of an input level. 

[0019] Moreover, in the digital camera which invention of a claim 6 requires for 
invention of a claim 4, the aforementioned property determination means determines 
the transfer characteristic for the aforementioned quantity brightness pictures by 
compressing the curve which expresses the aforementioned criteria transfer 
characteristic, with the dynamic range of an output level maintained by the input-level 
side. 

[0020] Moreover, invention of a claim 7 is a record medium in which computer read is 
possible, and has recorded the program for operating the digital camera concerned as a 
digital camera concerning invention of either a claim 1 or the claim 6 by being installed 
in the microcomputer built in the digital camera. 
[0021] 

[Embodiments of the Invention] <A. 1st operation gestalt <important section 
composition of A-l. digital camera» drawing 1 - drawing 3 are drawings showing the 
important section composition of the digital camera 1 concerning the 1st operation 
gestalt of this invention, front view and drawing 2 are equivalent to rear view, and 
drawing 3 is equivalent to a bottom plan view for drawing 1 . These drawings are not 
necessarily following triangular projection and aim at illustrating the important 
section composition of a digital camera 1 notionally. 

[0022] As shown in these drawings, a digital camera 1 is structure divided roughly into 
the abbreviation rectangular parallelepiped-like camera book soma 2 and the 
approximate circle tubed image pck-up section 3, and it is equipped with the image 
pck-up section 3 free [ rotation ] possible [ desorption ] to the camera book soma 2 
through the supporter material 19 within a flat surface parallel to the wearing side of 
the camera book soma 2. 

[0023] the image pck-up section 3 -- an image pck-up — a lens — it is the composition 
section for having the composition section of the image pck-up system which consists of 
optoelectric transducers, such as the macroscopic zoom lens 301 and CCD 
(ChargeCoupled Device), and changing and incorporating a photographic subject's 
optical image in the picture constituted by the charge signal by which photo electric 
translation was carried out by each pixel of CCD 

[0024] the macro zoom lens 301 is arranged in the interior of the image pck-up section 3, 
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and the image pck-up circuit which equipped the proper place of the back position of 
this macro zoom lens 301 with the CCD color area sensor (; only called "CCD" below « 
are hiding in the tooth-back side of the macroscopic zoom lens 301, and not shown in 
drawing 1 - drawing 3 ) is established in it And the proper place of the image pck-up 
section 3 is equipped with the modulated light sensor 305 which receives the reflected 
light from the photographic subject of flash plate light. 

[0025] On the other hand, the camera book soma 2 has the end-connection child 13 by 
whom external connection of the applied part 17 and personal computer of memory 
card 8 which are the LCD display 10 and record medium which consist of LCD with a 
back light (Liquid Crystal Display) is made, and after it performs predetermined signal 
processing to the picture signal incorporated mainly in the above-mentioned image 
pck-up section 3, it processes the display to the LCD display 10, record to memory card 
8, the transfer to a personal computer, etc. 

[0026] Hereafter, the camera book soma 2 is explained in full detail. The camera book 
soma 2 builds in the card charge section 17 which loads with the memory card 8 which 
stores a photography picture as a record picture, and the cell charge section 18 which 
loads with four single 3 type dry cells possible [ a series connection ], as shown in 
drawing 3 . A digital camera 1 is driven by the power supply cell which becomes as an 
exception of RTC219 mentioned later by the series connection of four dry cells with 
which the cell charge section 18 is loaded altogether. On the occasion of the desorption 
of memory card 8 and a power supply cell, opening and closing of the lid 15 of the 
clamshell type formed in the base are performed. Moreover, ON/OFF of a power supply 
is performed by electric power switch PS prepared in the tooth back of the camera book 
soma 2. 

[0027] As shown in the front face of the camera book soma 2 at drawing 1 , a grip 4 is 
prepared for the left-leaning proper place, and the built-in flash plate 5 is prepared for 
the upper right proper place, respectively. And the end-connection child 13 is formed in 
the right lateral of the main part of a camera so that a computer can be connected from 
the exterior of a digital camera 1. 

[0028] As shown in drawing 2 , moreover, in the left-leaning proper place of the tooth 
back of the camera book soma 2 The LCD display 10 is formed and floor line mode 
(flash plate) configuration switch 11 is formed in the left-leaning upper part of the LCD 
display 10. As luminescence mode which switches the luminescence mode of thie built- 
in flash plate 5 For example, the "automatic luminescence mode" which controls 
luminescence / un-emitting light automatically according to photographic subject 
brightness, [ of built-in FURA@SSHU 5 ] "The compulsive luminescence mode" in 
which the built-in flash plate 5 is made to emit light compulsorily, without being 
concerned with photographic subject brightness, There is "luminescence prohibition 
mode" in which the built-in flash plate 5 is not made to emit light compulsorily, without 
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being concerned with photographic subject brightness, and each of these modes change 
cyclically [ whenever it pushes floor line mode setting switch 11 ] one by one, and are 
set up. 

[0029] Furthermore, photography / playback-mode configuration switch 14 of the slide 
formula of two contacts are formed in the conservative upper part of the LCD display 
10, and a switch with "photography mode" and a "playback mode" is performed. 
Photography mode is the mode which photos a photographic subject, and the LCD 
display 10 performs a photographic subject's value monitor (equivalent to a view finder 
function). A playback mode is the mode which indicates the picture recorded on 
memory card 8 by reproduction at the LCD display 10. For example, if it slides to the 
right, a playback mode will be set up, and photography mode will be set up if it slides to 
the left. 

[0030] Moreover, under [ of the LCD display 10 ] the left, the compressibility transfer 
switch 12 of a slide formula is formed, and the compressibility K of the data of the 
picture which should be stored in memory card 8 is chosen. A selection setup of two 
kinds of compressibility K of one eighth and 1/20 can be carried out by the 
compressibility setting slide switch 12. For example, if the compressibility setting slide 
switch 12 is slid to the right, compressibility K=l/8 will be set up, and if it slides to the 
left, compressibility K=l/20 will be set up. In addition, with this operation gestalt, 
although it can be made to carry out a selection setup of two kinds of compressibility K, 
it is made to carry out a selection setup of three or more kinds of compressibility K. 
[0031] Furthermore, the liquid crystal display slide switch 16 for carrying out ON/OFF 
of the display of the LCD display 10 is formed in the right of the compressibility setting 
slide switch 12. By changing the liquid crystal display slide switch 16 into an OFF state, 
the display of the LCD display 10 can be suspended and exhaustion of a cell can be 
suppressed to the minimum. 

[0032] The macro button 20 which sets up the macro mode is formed in the right of the 
liquid crystal display slide switch 16. Macro photography is attained by carrying out 
the depression of the macro button 20. For example, the photographic subject of card 
size can be photoed in the size of the whole screen. 

[0033] In addition, the UP switch 6 for coma delivery and the DOWN switch 7 are 
formed in the upper surface of the main part 2 of a camera in the center of abbreviation, 
and these are reproduced in order of the coma number to which the record picture 
already stored in memory card 8 was given by each of a record picture. A record picture 
is updated one by one by the order (photoed order) in which a coma number increases 
whenever it pushes the UP switch 6, and the LCD display 10 is reproduced. Moreover, 
a record picture is updated one by one by the order in which a coma number decreases 
whenever it pushes the DOWN switch 7, and the LCD display 10 is reproduced. 
Moreover, a shutter release 9 is formed in the upper surface of the main part 2 of a 
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camera at rightist inclinations, and the elimination switch D for eliminating the record 
picture stored in memory card 8 is formed in the left. Furthermore, the optical finder 
21 which is caudad used for the silver salt lens shutter camera between the UP switch 
6 and the DOWN switch 7 is formed. 

[0034] <Functional block functional block of the A-2-1. image pck-up section 3> of A-2. 
digital camera> drawing 4 is the functional block diagram of a digital camera 1. In this 
drawing, CCD303 carries out photo electric translation of a photographic subject's light 
figure by which image formation was carried out with the macro zoom lens 301 to the 
picture signal (signal which consists of a signal train of the pixel signal received by 
each pixel) of the color component of R (red), G (green), and B (blue), and outputs it to 
it. 

[0035] A digital disposal circuit 313 performs predetermined analog signal processing 
to the picture signal of the analog obtained from CCD303. For example, CDS 
(correlation double sampling) processing and AGC (automatic gain control) processing 
are performed. The former processing will reduce the noise of a picture signal and the 
latter processing will reduce level adjustment of a picture signal, respectively. 
[0036] Level adjustment of a picture signal is performed in relation to shutter speed. 
Since drawing of the image pck-up section 3 is fixed, exposure control is performed by 
adjusting by the timing generator 314, the light exposure, i.e., the charge-storage time, 
of CCD303. However, photographic subject brightness will become low underexposure 
when shutter speed is quick. In a digital disposal circuit 313, level adjustment of a 
picture signal is carried out to an amendment sake in this. 

[0037] That is, exposure control is performed combining shutter speed and a gain 
adjustment at the time of low brightness. Level adjustment of a picture signal is 
performed in the gain adjustment of the AGC circuit in a digital disposal circuit 313. 
[0038] A timing generator 314 generates the drive control signal of CCD303 based on 
the reference clock transmitted from the timing-control circuit 202. As a drive control 
signal, there are signals, such as read-out control signals (a horizontal synchronizing 
signal, a vertical synchronizing signal, transfer signal, etc.) of the timing signal of an 
integration start / end (an exposure start / end) and the light-receiving signal of each 
pixel, for example. 

[0039] The modulated light circuit 304 is a circuit for controlling the amount of 
luminescence of the built-in flash plate 5 in flash plate photography in the 
predetermined amount of luminescence set up by the whole control section 211. In flash 
plate photography, if the reflected light of the flash plate light from a photographic 
subject is detected as light income of the modulated light sensor 305 and this light 
income reaches the predetermined amount of luminescence simultaneously with an 
exposure start, the modulated light circuit 304 will be outputted to the flash plate 
control circuit 214 which mentions floor line control circuit luminescence stop signal 
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STP later, and it will be controlled so that the amount of luminescence of the built-in 
flash plate 5 turns into below the predetermined amount of luminescence. 
[0040] The main part 2 of a functional block of the A-2-2. image pck-up section 3> 
camera possessed CPU besides the built-in flash plate 5, the LCD display 10, the end- 
connection child 13, and the card material well 17, and is equipped with the whole 
control section 211 which the drive of each part of a digital camera 1 is related 
mutually, and controls it in generalization, the timing-control circuit 202, and A/D 
converter 205. Among these, the whole control section 211 consists of microcomputers 
equipped with rewritable flash memory 211B which has memorized the control 
program besides CPU211A etc., and RAM211C used as memory for work. Moreover, it 
has the black level amendment circuit 206, the white balance (WB) circuit 207, a 
gamma correction circuit 208, an image memory 209-1 to 209-6, VRAM210, and a 
control unit 250. Furthermore, it has the card interface 212, a communications 
interface 213, the flash plate control circuit 214, and RTC (Real Time Clock)219. The 
detail of above-mentioned each part is explained below. 

[0041] A/D converter 205 changes into a 10-bit digital signal (image pck-up image 
information) each pixel signal of the picture signal acquired from a digital disposal 
circuit 313. A/D converter 205 changes each pixel signal (analog signal) into a 10-bit 
digital signal based on the clock for the analog to digital conversion from the timing- 
control circuit 202. 

[0042] The timing-control circuit 202 is controlled by the whole control section 211, and 
generates the clock to a digital disposal circuit 313, a timing generator 314, and A/D 
converter 205. 

[0043] The black level amendment circuit 206 amends the black level of the digital 
pixel signal (it only abbreviates to "pixel data" hereafter.) in which A/D conversion was 
carried out by A/D converter 205 to the black level of criteria. 

[0044] Using the level-conversion table which is inputted from the whole control 
section 211 and which is the amendment conditioning value of a white balance, to the 
rectified [ black level ] pixel data obtained from the black level amendment circuit 206, 
the WB circuit 207 changes the level of each color component of R, G, and B, and 
performs white balance amendment processing. In addition, the transform coefficient 
(inclination of a property) of each color component of a level-conversion table is set up 
by the whole control section 211 for every image pck-up picture. 

[0045] A gamma correction circuit is an amendment thing about the gamma 
characteristics of a picture signal. A gamma correction circuit 208 has two or more 
gamma amendment tables on which gamma characteristics differ, and performs 
gamma amendment of pixel data on predetermined gamma amendment table 
according to a photography scene or photography conditions. In addition, about the 
detail of gamma amendment table, it mentions later. 



10 



2000-278598 



[0046] An image memory 209 (209-1 to 209-6) is memory which memorizes the pixel 
data outputted from a gamma correction circuit 208. The image memory 209-1 to 209-6 
has the storage capacity for one frame, respectively. That is, when CCD303 has the 
pixel of a n line m train, an image memory 209-1 to 209-6 has the pixel data storage 
capacity for an nxm pixel, and is memorized in the pixel position where each pixel data 
corresponds, respectively. 

[0047] VRAM210 is the buffer memory of the picture signal by which it is indicated by 
reproduction at the LCD display 10. VRAM210 has the storage capacity of the picture 
signal corresponding to the number of pixels of the LCD display 10. 
[0048] In a photography standby state, after predetermined signal processing is 
performed to each picture signal of the picture picturized by every 1/30 (second) by the 
image pck-up section 3 by AID converter 205 - the gamma correction circuit 208, while 
an image memory 209 memorizes, it is transmitted to VRAM210 through the whole 
control section 211, and the picture based on the picture signal memorized by 
VRAM210 is displayed on the LCD display 10. Therefore, a photography person can 
check a photographic subject image by looking by the picture displayed on the LCD 
display 10. Moreover, in a playback mode, after signal processing predetermined in the 
picture read from memory card 8 with the whole control section 211 is performed, it is 
transmitted to VRAM210 and indicated by reproduction at the LCD display 10. 
[0049] Card I/F212 is an interface for performing writing of the picture signal to 
memory card 8, and read-out of a picture signal. Moreover, I/F213 for communication is 
the interface with which it was based on USB specification in order to make possible 
external connection of the communication of a personal computer 40. 
[0050] The software of each control performed with the microcomputer in the whole 
control section 211 may be beforehand recorded on flash memory 211B in the whole 
control section 211 fixed, and may be installed in the microcomputer through an 
external record medium in the case of upgrade of the software. About installation, the 
program currently recorded on the record medium will be transmitted and saved at 
flash memory 211B in the whole control section 211. And when operating the program 
saved at flash memory 211B, the program is developed to RAM211C in the whole 
control section 211, and the routine according to it is performed by CPU211A. 
[0051] You may be the memory card on which it has the same specification as the 
memory card 8 for image recording as such a record medium, and the install program 
was recorded beforehand, and may be the record media 41, such as CD-ROM in which 
read in is possible, by the personal computer 40. 

[0052] In the case of the latter, a personal computer 40 and a digital camera 1 are made 
into the state which can be communicated by cable splicing or infrared ray 
communication, and an install program is transmitted to the microcomputer in a 
digital camera 1 through a personal computer 40. Moreover, an upgrade program can 
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be incorporated in a personal computer 40 through online communication, such as a 
network, and it can also be further transmitted and installed in the microcomputer in a 
digital camera 1. In this case, the hard disk in the server by which network connection 
was carried out, the hard disk in a personal computer 40, etc. can be considered to be 
the record media of an upgrade program. 

[0053] The flash plate control circuit 214 is a circuit which controls luminescence of the 
built-in flash plate 5. 

[0054] The flash plate control circuit 214 controls existence, the amount of 
luminescence, luminescence timing, etc. of luminescence of the built-in flash plate 5 
based on the control signal of the whole control section 211, and controls the amount of 
luminescence of the built-in flash plate 5 based on the luminescence stop signal STP 
inputted from the modulated light circuit 304. 

[0055] RTC219 is a clock circuit for managing photography time. At drawing 1 - 
drawing 4 , it drives with another power supply which is not illustrated. 
[0056] The control unit 250 possesses the switch equivalent to the UP switch 6 
mentioned above, the DOWN switch 7, a shutter release 9, floor line mode setting 
switch 11, the compressibility setting slide switch 12, and the photography / playback- 
mode configuration switch 14, and requires control to each part of a digital camera 1 
from the whole control section 211. 

[0057] The whole control section 211 consists of a microcomputer, controls organically 
the drive of each part material in the image pck-up section 3 mentioned above and the 
camera book soma 2, and carries out generalization control of the photography 
operation of a digital camera 1. 

[0058] Drawing 5 is the block diagram showing the internal function realized by 
CPU211A in the whole control section 211, or the whole memory 211B and 211C. As 
shown in this drawing, the whole control section 211 is equipped with brightness 
judging section 211a for setting up an exposure control value (shutter speed (SS)), and 
shutter speed setting section 211b. In a photography standby state, brightness judging 
section 211a computes brightness data using the picture incorporated by every 1/30 
(second) by CCD303, and judges a photographic subject's brightness. 
[0059] That is, using the image data memorized by the image memory 209 in updating, 
brightness judging section 211a divides the storage area of an image memory 209 into 
nine blocks, computes the brightness data which represent each block using the pixel 
data of the color component of G (green) contained in each block, and judges a 
photographic subject's brightness. 

[0060] Shutter speed setting section 211b sets up shutter speed (reset time of CCD303) 
based on the judgment result of the brightness of the photographic subject by 
brightness judging section 211a. Shutter speed setting section 211b has the table of the 
shutter speed SS which associated brightness and shutter speed SS beforehand. 
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[0061] Initial setting of the shutter speed SS is carried out to camera during starting at 
1/128 (second) (shutter speed with the highest brightness), and shutter speed setting 
section 211b carries out a change setup one step at a time from initial value in a 
photography standby state at a high speed or low-speed side according to the judgment 
result of the brightness of the photographic subject by brightness judging section 211a. 
[0062] Moreover, the whole control section 211 is further equipped with picture judging 
section 2 lie which judges whether they are pictures (a picture similar to this kind of 
binary picture is hereafter called "character drawing".) drawn on the board, such as a 
character and a chart, although image pck-up pictures are pictures (this kind of image 
pck-up picture is hereafter called "natural drawing".) of the usual photography, such as 
scenery and a person. 

[0063] Picture judging section 211e creates the histogram of the brightness data of each 
pixel position based on the image data which constitutes the image pck-up picture 
memorized by the image memory 209, and judges the content of an image pck-up 
picture based on this histogram. Generally, in the case of natural drawing, there are 
few biass of luminance distribution, and the histogram of the brightness data of an 
image pck-up picture serves as the so-called 1 equal-division cloth which has one peak 
value. On the other hand, in the case of character drawing like the character drawn on 
the feltboard, the bias of luminance distribution is looked at by a white portion and the 
black character portion, respectively, and it becomes 2 equal-division cloth. 
[0064] Therefore, picture judging section 2 lie distinguishes whether an image pck-up 
picture is natural drawing or it is character drawing by distinguishing whether the 
histogram of the brightness data of an image pck-up picture is 1 equal-division cloth, or 
it is 2 equal-division cloth. And this judgment result is memorized by memory 2 lid. 
[0065] The whole control section 211 is further equipped with scene judging section 
211c which judges four kinds of photography scenes, a "low brightness scene", an 
"inside brightness usual scene", an "inside brightness backlight scene", and a "quantity 
brightness scene", in order to perform a setup of the suitable shutter speed SS, gamma 
amendment, and a filtering amendment (after-mentioned) according to a photography 
scene. A "low brightness scene" is usually a scene which needs indoor photography and 
a fill-in flash with a flash plate like [ night ] photography, lighting light [ as opposed to 
the main photographic subject in an "inside brightness usual scene" ] (the natural light 
and the artificial light are included) is a follow light, and since the luminosity is 
suitable, it is the scene which can be photoed [ having no fill-in flash and ]. Moreover, 
although the "inside brightness backlight scene" is suitable for an overall luminosity, 
since the lighting light to the main photographic subject is a backlight, it is a scene 
with desirable flash plate luminescence, and a "quantity brightness scene" is an overall 
very bright scene like photography in the sea and the skiing area of fine weather. Low 
brightness, inside brightness, and the scene judging of high brightness are performed 



13 



2000-278598 



based on the set point of shutter speed SS. Moreover, in an inside brightness scene, a 
periphery judges with an "inside brightness backlight scene", when brighter [ beyond a 
predetermined value ] than a center section. The judgment result of scene judging 
section 211c is also memorized by memory 211d. 

[0066] The whole control section 211 is further equipped with 211f of filter sections 
which perform filtering processing in order to perform record processing of the above- 
mentioned photography picture, 211g of record picture generation sections which 
generate a thumbnail picture and a compression picture, and 211h of reproduction 
picture generation sections which generate a reproduction picture signal in order to 
reproduce the picture signal recorded on memory card 8 to the LCD display 10. 
[0067] 211f of filter sections rectifies the high frequency component of the picture which 
should be recorded by the digital filter to the picture signal from an image memory 209, 
and they rectify the quality of image about a profile. 211f of filter sections possesses a 
total of five kinds of digital filters of the digital filter which performs a standard profile 
amendment about each of compressibility K=l/8, and 1/20, and two kinds of digital 
filters which strengthen a profile to this standard profile amendment and two kinds of 
digital filters which weaken a profile. 

[0068] 211g of record picture generation sections generates the thumbnail picture and 
compression picture which should read a picture signal from an image memory 209 
through 211f of filter sections, and should be recorded on memory card 8. One by one, 
they read a picture signal every 8 pixels in a longitudinal direction and lengthwise both 
directions, respectively, scanning 211g of record picture generation sections in the 
direction of a raster scan from an image memory 209, and it is transmitting to the 
memory card 8 connected through card I/F212, and they record it on memory card 8, 
generating a thumbnail picture. 

[0069] Furthermore, 211g of record picture generation sections reads all pixel data 
from an image memory 209 through 211f of filter sections, and they perform 
predetermined compression processing by JPEG methods, such as two-dimensional 
DCT conversion and Huffman coding, to these pixel data, generate the picture signal of 
a compression picture, and record this compression picture signal on this picture area 
of memory card 8. 

[0070] In the picture memorized with the digital camera as memory card 8 was shown 
in drawing 6 , the picture part storage of 40 coma with compressibility 1/20 is possible, 
and the picture signal (640x480 pixels) of the high resolution into which each coma was 
compressed in the portion and JPEG form of tag information, and the picture signal for 
a thumbnail display (80x60 pixels) are recorded. It is possible to treat as an image file 
of for example, EXIF form in each coma unit. 

[0071] <the outline of an A-3. gamma amendment — according to the feature of this 
invention, gamma amendment table set as a gamma correction circuit 208 in a short 
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distance and flash plate mode is explained below 

[0072] Drawing 7 is drawing showing the example which generated the histogram from 
the input picture signal. In drawing 7 , a horizontal axis shows an intensity level x and 
a vertical axis shows a several n pixel, and it becomes high brightness, so that x 
becomes large. Moreover, Xmax on a x axis shows the upper limit of the dynamic range 
in a picture signal, and the intensity level from which Pmin serves as the minimum in 
Histogram HS, and Pmax show the intensity level which serves as the maximum in 
Histogram HS. 

[0073] When flash plate photography is carried out in the macro mode which is the 
typical mode of short-distance photography, a picture signal with a histogram as shown 
in the example of drawing 7 is acquired. That is, it is not in agreement with an 
intensity level 0, and the brightness minimum value Pmin serves as a picture signal 
which inclined toward the high brightness side on the whole, and serves as a picture by 
which exaggerated exposure was carried out. In the case of such a picture signal, an 
effective contrast range PW as data becomes between Pmin-Pmax. 

[0074] Then, gamma amendment table for high brightness pictures which is the short- 
distance photography represented in the macro mode, and explains this effective 
contrast range PW not by the usual gamma amendment table shown in drawing 19 but 
by the degree in flash plate photography (following "short-distance flash plate mode") 
in order [ of the dynamic range of an output side ] to match with the whole mostly and 
to utilize effectively is used. 

[0075] Drawing 8 is drawing showing the transfer characteristic of gamma amendment 
table TA for high brightness pictures set as gamma amendment table 208 in short- 
distance flash plate mode as a gamma transfer characteristic curve Cm. In drawing 8 , 
it is high brightness, so that a horizontal axis shows the input intensity level x, a 
vertical axis shows output intensity-level y and a value becomes large. Moreover, Xmax 
on a x axis shows the upper limit of an input intensity level. Moreover, Ymax on the y- 
axis shows the upper limit of an output intensity level. 

[0076] When only the predetermined offset value X0 (X0> 0) usually carries out the 
parallel displacement of the transfer characteristic curve CO (following "criteria 
transfer characteristic curve") for photography to a high brightness side in the 
direction of a x axis, this transfer characteristic curve Cm (following "transfer 
characteristic curve for quantity brightness") shifts the standup section PS to a high 
brightness side, and it is made to recover from the value X0 which is not zero 
substantially. 

[0077] It sets here, and a maker side can perform many short- distance flash plate 
photography experimentally about a various scene and various conditions, and this 
offset value X0 can process statistically the histogram obtained by it, and can 
determine it. For example, the value equivalent to 5% of bottoms of the distributions of 
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the value of minimum intensity-level Pmin of drawing 7 obtained in many 
experimental photography can be determined as a statistical lower limit, and the offset 
value X0 can be determined according to the statistical lower limit. 

[0078] Although it stops having corresponded by this parallel displacement completely 
[ the y-axis upper limit Ymax ] near x-axis upper-limit Xmax and the gap G arose near 
y-axis upper-limit Ymax, since usually "will be gone to sleep" considerably by gamma 
transfer characteristic curve near x-axis upper-limit Xmax, this gap G is quite small, 
and it is almost satisfactory substantially (the improvement about this point is made 
with the after-mentioned 3rd operation gestalt). 

[0079] In addition, in order to process the 10-bit picture signal changed by A/D 
converter 205, specifically, the output picture signal is made into 8 bit patterns for 
every color component of RGB, and is set to Xmax=1023, Xmin=0, Ymax=255, and 
Ymin=0 in this case so that input picture signals may be 10 bit patterns for every color 
component of RGB and can specifically perform record to memory card 8 efficiently. 
Although gamma transfer characteristic curve Cm of drawing 8 can be set up in 
common about each color component of RGB, it may set up a transfer characteristic 
curve for high brightness which is different for every color component according to the 
property of a monitor. 

[0080] When it is not short-distance photography (that is, they are middle distance 
photography or long distance photography), and when [ even if it is short-distance 
photography, ] luminescence prohibition mode is chosen, not the transfer characteristic 
curve Cm for high brightness but the criteria transfer characteristic curve CO is used. 
[0081] As mentioned already, in the digital camera 1, two or more gamma amendment 
curves CO and Cl and C2 - corresponding to two or more kinds of scenes, such as "low 
brightness scene" and "inside brightness usual scene" --, are prepared as a gamma 
amendment curve used in the usual photography. Although these are all transfer 
characteristic curves which start from the input lower limit Xmin substantially, they 
can adopt one of the predetermined curves CO of it as a criteria transfer characteristic 
curve CO, and can generate the transfer characteristic curve Cm for high brightness 
based on the criteria transfer characteristic curve CO. 

[0082] <Outline of operation of A-4. digital camera 1> drawing 9 is a flow chart 
explaining the outline of operation of a digital camera 1. 

[0083] First, a photography person sets up fundamental photography conditions before 
Step SI. In addition, when not setting up especially photography conditions, standard 
photography mode is set up by the default. And in Step Si, while a photography person 
checks a photographic subject by looking by the LCD display 10 or the optical finder 21, 
the depression of the shutter release 9 is carried out. 

[0084] This is answered and photography operation is automatically performed at the 
following step S2. Here, when it is automatic-judged whether a photographic subject's 
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illuminance runs short when the flash plate is being made into automatic luminescence 
mode and it runs short, a flash plate 5 emits light automatically. Moreover, in the case 
of compulsive luminescence mode, a flash plate 5 emits light compulsorily. 
[0085] At Step S3, photography conditions are photography with the macro mode, or 
[ that is, ] it judges whether the macroscopic button 20 was pushed and photography 
was made. In being photography with the macro mode, it progresses to step S4. On the 
other hand, in not being the macro mode, it progresses to Step S6. In addition, when a 
digital camera has an automatic-focus function, it is good also considering whether it is 
photography in the short distance which a photographic subject's distance turns into 
from a camera below a predetermined distance (for example, 50cm) irrespective of 
whether it is the macro mode at Step S3 as a criteria. The judgment in this case can be 
performed by comparing the distance signal with a distance threshold with reference to 
the distance signal acquired from the ranging unit prepared in the digital camera for 
automatic-focusing doubling etc. 

[0086] In step S4, it judges whether photography conditions are flash plate 
photography. That is, although it progresses at Step S5 in flash plate photography, 
when that is not right, it progresses to Step S6 as well as Step S3. 

[0087] The judgment of the photography conditions in Step S3 and step S4 is performed 
by the whole control section 211. 

[0088] Here, generally it is short- distance photography, and it is as follows when the 
criterion of whether to be flash plate photography is arranged. 

[0089] (1) short-distance photography ******** - : -_ when setting up short- distance 
photography by the manual, setting distance the case (when it is the digital camera in 
which lens exchange is possible, the case where it exchanges for a macro lens is 
included) where a photography person chooses [ ****** ] the macro mode as illustrated 
here, and when a photography person performs focusing by the manual may be below a 
predetermined threshold distance 

[0090] The whole control section 211 will know whether it is short-distance 
photography by comparing with the above-mentioned threshold distance the distance 
to which the photography person did a manual setup of whether it is set as the macro 
mode with the mode selection button etc. in the case of the former as a focus distance 
when the whole control section 211 judged and it was the latter. 

[0091] Moreover, in the case of the digital camera equipped with the ranging unit with 
an automatic-focusing function, as mentioned already, when the photographic subject 
distance as a result of automatic-focusing doubling is below a predetermined threshold 
distance, it is judged with it being short-distance photography. 

[0092] The equipment configuration for the focusing mechanism by the macro mode 
setting button and the manual and an automatic-focusing function is functioning as a 
photography distance setting means in each of these case, respectively, and when the 
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whole control section 211 refers to the state of those photography distance setting 
meanses, photography conditions equivalent to short-distance photography are judged. 
[0093] (2) flash plate photography ******** : if set as compulsive luminescence 
mode by the manual, it will become flash plate photography irrespective of a 
photographic subject's condition 

[0094] Moreover, when automatic luminescence mode is chosen, a photographic 
subject's brightness is detected by reading the output value of the CCD image sensor in 
the image pck-up section 3 in the half-push state of a shutter release 9, and if the 
brightness is darker than a predetermined threshold, it will be set up so that a flash 
plate may be made to emit light. For this reason, in automatic luminescence mode, it is 
determined according to the result obtained with the combination of these 
photographic subject brightness detection meanses and a threshold comparison means 
whether to be flash plate luminescence, and refer to the result for the whole control 
section 211. 

[0095] Therefore, if it expresses including the both sides of the case in compulsive 
luminescence mode, and the case where luminescence is performed under automatic 
luminescence mode, the whole control section 211 will judge the photography 
conditions of being flash plate photography with reference to the determination result 
of a flash plate luminescence determination means. 

[0096] Although it returns to drawing 9 and progresses to Step S5 in the case of short- 
distance flash plate photography mode, since the picture signal which inclined toward 
the high brightness side with a histogram as shown in the example of drawing 7 in this 
case is acquired, gamma amendment based on gamma amendment table TA for high 
brightness pictures which is illustrated to drawing 8 is performed in a gamma 
correction circuit 208. 

[0097] In step S5a, the selection or a setup of gamma amendment table TA for high 
brightness pictures is performed first there. The selection or a setup in this gamma 
amendment table TAis explained below with reference to drawing 10 . 
[0098] Into a gamma correction circuit 208, when gamma amendment table TO usually 
for photography which has the criteria transfer characteristic curve CO and .., and 
gamma amendment table TAfor .. and high brightness pictures are set up beforehand 
in parallel, gamma amendment table TA for the high brightness pictures of them is 
chosen. That is, as shown in drawing 10 (a), gamma amendment table TA will be 
chosen by selector 208a by the change signal from the whole control section 211. 
[0099] moreover, when it is constituted at every photography so that gamma 
amendment table for high brightness pictures may be set as a gamma correction circuit 
208 CPU reads the table of the criteria transfer characteristic curve beforehand 
memorized by the memory in the whole control section 211. The value of the output 
picture level y corresponding to each value of each input picture level x is moved to the 
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address of the output picture value over the input picture level (x+XO) which only the 
offset value X0 was able to shift. Moreover, about the range to 0 <=x<=X0, y= 0 is given 
compulsorily. Thus, created gamma amendment table TA for high brightness pictures 
is set as a gamma correction circuit 208 in look-up table form, as shown in drawing 10 
(b). In this case, it always is not necessary to memorize the whole gamma amendment 
table TA for high brightness pictures, and the whole digital camera 1 control section 
211 should hold only the offset value X0. 

[0100] Furthermore, the level shift of an input picture signal can also attain the 
parallel displacement of the criteria transfer characteristic curve CO in equivalent. 
That is, as shown in drawing 10 (c), subtraction composition of the offset value X0 may 
be carried out in subtractor 208b to the level V of an input picture signal, it may 
consider as compounded signal Vc= (V-X0), and this compounded signal Vc may be 
changed on gamma amendment table TO equivalent to the criteria transfer 
characteristic curve CO. In this case, although gamma amendment table TA for high 
brightness pictures is not necessarily used, the transfer characteristic attained by the 
shift of an input picture signal in equivalent in this way is also included with "the 
transfer characteristic for quantity brightness" in this invention. 

[0101] If the picture signal acquired by the image pck-up is transmitted for every pixel 
after gamma amendment table TA for high brightness pictures is chosen or set up in a 
gamma correction circuit 208, those pixel signals will be changed on gamma 
amendment table TA in a gamma correction circuit 208 one by one. (Step S5b) . 
[0102] On the other hand, at Step S6, gamma amendment table usually for 
photography corresponding to the transfer characteristic curve CO is chosen, and an 
image processing is performed based on it. 

[0103] And in Step S7, the picture signal processed at Step S5 or Step S6 is saved at 
either of the image memories 209 of drawing 4 . 

[0104] Although the picture signal after this gamma conversion can also be displayed 
in the LCD display 10 of a digital camera 1, it can be made to display on the monitor of 
a personal computer by transmitting to the personal computer of the exterior of a 
digital camera 1 etc. using memory card 8 etc. 

[0105] A concrete image is explained with reference to drawing 11 about an 
improvement of <the example of an A-5. image processings next the reproduction 
picture by the image processing based on gamma amendment table TA for high 
brightness pictures. 

[0106] In drawing 11 , the picture signal which consists of pixel matrices of 5x5 
typically is considered, and it is the case of the image processing in this case. A picture 
signal 51 is a picture signal after the picture signal acquired by CCD303 was changed 
into the digital signal by A/D converter 25 and signal processing was carried out by the 
black level amendment circuit 206 and WB circuit, and shows data before gamma 
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amendment of is done. By the gamma correction circuit 208, a picture signal 52 is a 
picture signal after being carried out gamma amendment, and is saved at an image 
memory 209. Moreover, the picture signal 53 shows the data of the intensity level of the 
picture which is the monitor of a personal computer 40 about the picture signal saved 
at the image memory 209, or was reproduced by LCD10 of a digital camera 1. 
[0107] The intensity level of each pixel is a picture signal to 1-3, and a picture signal 51 
comes to be shown in drawing 12 , when this histogram HGl is created. In drawing 12 , 
like drawing 7 , the horizontal axis shows the intensity level x and the vertical axis 
shows the several n pixel. And in each value of an intensity level x= 0, and 1, 2 and 3, 
n= 0 pixel and each value of 16, 8, and 1 are taken, respectively. That is, it turns out 
that the intensity level corresponding to minimum intensity-level Pmin shown in 
drawing 7 is a picture signal which 1 in a histogram HGl corresponds and does not 
have the pixel of the x= intensity-level 0 neighborhood and which inclined toward the 
so-called high brightness side. In addition, although the expedient top of explanation 
and the intensity level are carried out to to 3, as mentioned already, by the actual 
picture signal, it is distributed over 10 bits (=1024). 

[0108] And in the case of a picture signal 51, an image processing is performed based on 
gamma amendment table for high brightness pictures which has the transfer 
characteristic curve 54. Here, the point of the standup of the property curve 54 serves 
as the input intensity-level value 1. Specifically, the input intensity-level values 1, 2, 
and 3 are changed into the ****** [ it ] intensity-level value 0, and a and b by this 
gamma amendment table. In addition, usually, although a and b should become an 
integer in the digital signal, it shall not necessarily be an integer for convenience in 
explanation here. 

[0109] A picture signal 51 is changed into a picture signal 52 by the above-mentioned 
image processing. This picture signal 52 turns into a picture signal including the 
intensity-level value 0. 

[0110] Then, a picture signal 52 is outputted as a reproduction picture 53 with the 
monitor 56 which has the gamma-characteristics curve 55. Here, the input intensity- 
level value 0, and a and b are changed into the output intensity-level values 0, 1, and 2 
by the gamma-characteristics curve 55 expressed with the function shown in several 1, 
respectively. Thereby, it turns out that the bias of the picture signal 51 by which the 
reproduction picture 53 inclined toward the high brightness side including the 
intensity-level value 0 is improved. 

[0111] In the photography picture by which exaggerated exposure was carried out, the 
bias of the picture signal by the side of high brightness is correctable with the above 
operation. 

[0112] In addition, about the image processing which corrects the bias by the side of 
high brightness, operation in other signal transformation circuits in a digital camera 1 
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is also possible. However, a gamma correction circuit 208 turns into a circuit of the last 
stage in a series of signal processing which results in preservation of the picture signal 
from the picture acquisition by CCD303 to an image memory 209, since the output 
intensity-level upper limit Ymax in gamma amendment table TA ( drawing 8 ) is 
compressed by 1/4 (=8 bit / 10 bits) twice the input intensity-level upper limit Xmax, by 
the quantization error, it is between I/O and the precision of a digital signal 
deteriorates. 

[0113] Therefore, it is better to have used the dynamic range of an output side as 
effectively as possible in the stage formed into 8 bit rather than it reduces the 
brightness of the whole picture by conversion circuit another after changing into a 8-bit 
signal from a 10-bit signal by the usual gamma amendment. 

[0114] In photography in short- distance flash plate mode For example, the inside of the 
full range 0-1023 (10 bits) of an input side, Although an output signal will be 
compressed as the rough average per [ 256 ] 1 bit of inputs / by 1024= 0.25 if the usual 
gamma amendment is performed when the pixel is distributed over the band of 200- 
1000 as an effective contrast range PW of drawing 7 If the offset value X0 is set to 170, 
it will be set to 256/(1024-170) =0.3 per 1 bit of inputs, and compressibility will 
decrease. Therefore, it is between I/O and the precision of a digital signal can suppress 
degradation. 

[0115] Although a quantization error changes with values of picture level since actual 
gamma amendment is nonlinear conversion, as a general trend, it is the same as that 
of the above-mentioned calculation. 

[0116] Since it is such, when the bit length of an output signal has a gamma correction 
circuit smaller than the bit length of an input signal, a bird clapper turns out that it is 
especially effective to perform a high brightness amendment in the gamma correction 
circuit. 

[0117] The important section composition of the digital camera concerning the 2nd 
operation gestalt of the <B. 2nd operation gestalt <B-1. important section 
composition» this invention is equal to the digital camera 1 of the 1st operation 
gestalt except for the portion relevant to a gamma correction circuit 208. In the digital 
camera of this 2nd operation gestalt, it has gamma amendment tables TA1 and TA2 
corresponding to two kinds of transfer characteristic curves Cml and Cm2 for high 
brightness pictures which are illustrated to drawing 13 as a gamma amendment table 
for high brightness pictures which can be set as a gamma correction circuit 208. 
[0118] Among these, the 1st transfer characteristic curve Cml for high brightness has 
recovered from the 1st offset value X01 with the bigger standup section PS 1 than zero 
substantially. Moreover, the 2nd transfer characteristic curve Cm2 for high brightness 
has recovered from the 2nd offset value X02 with the bigger standup section PS 2 than 
the 1st offset value X01 substantiaUy. The 2nd transfer characteristic curve Cm2 is 
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equivalent to that to which only predetermined distance (X02-X01) carried out the 
parallel displacement of the 1st transfer characteristic curve Cml in the high 
brightness direction of a x axis. 

[0119] <B-2. operation> As mentioned above, with the 2nd operation gestalt, since two 
gamma amendment tables TA1 and TA2 for high brightness pictures are prepared, 
based on the brightness information of an input picture signal, operation which chooses 
suitable gamma amendment table in two kinds is added to operation of the digital 
camera 1 of the 1st operation gestalt. 

[0120] In drawing 14 which specifically showed processing equivalent to Step S5 in the 
flow chart of drawing 9 , the brightness minimum value Pmin contained in the input 
picture signal of a gamma correction circuit 208 is first specified at Step Sll. This 
specification is carried out in the whole control section 211 ( drawing 5 ) which 
functions as a brightness specification means. Here, for every pixel, size comparison 
may be carried out serially and the brightness value of a picture signal may be 
specified, and a histogram may be created and you may specify in the analysis. 
[0121] After the transfer characteristic of gamma amendment which an image memory 
209 once memorizes in the state where an amendment of gamma amendment etc. is not 
received, and the brightness minimum value Pmin is specified, and is used as follows is 
specified, the picture signal from which it was obtained by the image pck-up in any case 
is read from the image memory 209 for every pixel, and receives actual gamma 
amendment. The picture signal after gamma amendment is replaced by the picture 
signal before gamma amendment, and is memorized by the image memory 209. 
[0122] Next, at Step S12, the brightness minimum value Pmin of a picture signal 
judges whether it is smaller than the offset value X01 of 1st gamma amendment table 
TA 1 for high brightness. Here, in being Pmin<X01, it progresses to Step S16. On the 
other hand, in not being Pmin<X01, it progresses to Step S13. 

[0123] In Step S13, it judges whether the brightness minimum value Pmin of a picture 
signal is smaller than the offset value X02 of 2nd gamma amendment table TA 2 for 
high brightness. Here, when it is Pmin<X02, it will progress to Step S15, and in not 
being Pmin<X02, it progresses to Step S13. 

[0124] Next, at Step S14, signal transformation is performed based on 2nd gamma 
amendment table TA 2 for high brightness pictures. At Step S15, signal transformation 
is performed based on 1st gamma amendment table TA 1 for high brightness pictures. 
[0125] Moreover, at Step S16, an image processing is usually performed like Step S6 in 
the flow chart of drawing 9 based on gamma amendment table TO for photography. 
[0126] By the above operation, since [ which surely includes the effective contrast range 
PW of a picture signal ] it transfer-characteristic-curves, and it is got blocked, and 
gamma amendment table can be chosen and the standup section near the brightness 
minimum value Pmin can be chosen, corresponding to an effective contrast range P, the 
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dynamic range of an output side can be utilized efficiently. 

[0127] In the photography picture by which exaggerated exposure was carried out, the 
bias of the picture signal by the side of high brightness is correctable like the case of 
the 1st operation gestalt with the above operation. 

[0128] The important section composition of the digital camera concerning the 3rd 
operation gestalt of the <C. 3rd operation gestalt <C-1. important section 
composition» this invention is equal to the digital camera 1 of the 1st operation 
gestalt except for the portion relevant to a gamma correction circuit 208. In the digital 
camera of this 3rd operation gestalt, the offset value X0 of gamma amendment table for 
high brightness pictures which can be set as a gamma correction circuit 208 is 
determined from the brightness information of an input picture signal. 
[0129] <C-2. operation> drawing 15 is a flow chart which shows important section 
operation for it, and corresponds to Step S5 of the flow chart of drawing 9 . 
[0130] First, at Step S21, the brightness minimum value Pmin contained in the input 
picture signal of a gamma correction circuit 208 is specified. This specification is 
carried out by the whole control section 211. Here, like the 2nd operation gestalt, for 
every pixel, size comparison may be carried out serially and the brightness value of a 
picture signal may be specified, and a histogram may be created and you may specify in 
analysis. Before receiving actual gamma amendment, the point of making an image 
memory 209 once memorizing a picture signal is the same as the 2nd operation gestalt. 
[0131] Next, at Step S22, gamma amendment table TA is generated by carrying out the 
parallel displacement of the criteria transfer characteristic curve CO so that the offset 
value X0 in the transfer characteristic curve Cm ( drawing 8 ) may be in agreement 
with the specified brightness minimum value Pmin. Here, it is changed by gamma 
amendment table TO which has the criteria transfer characteristic curve CO, after the 
offset value X0 (=Pmin) and picture signal which were inputted into subtractor 208c 
from the whole control section 211 are compounded, as shown, for example in drawing 
16 . Generation of gamma amendment table TA can attain in equivalent by processing 
with this subtractor 208c and gamma amendment table TO. 

[0132] In Step 23, gamma amendment is performed based on generated gamma 
amendment table TA. 

[0133] Even if the lower limit Pmin of the luminance distribution in short distance 
flash plate photography varies for every scene by the above operation, since gamma 
amendment table which defined the offset value X0 according to them is generable, an 
effective contrast range PW can be utilized still more effectively 

[0134] Consequently, in the photography picture by which exaggerated exposure was 
carried out, the bias of the picture signal by the side of high brightness is correctable 
like the case of the 1st operation form. 

[0135] The important section composition of the digital camera concerning the 4th 
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operation form of the <D. 4th operation form <D-1. important section composition» 
this invention is equal to the digital camera 1 of the 1st operation form except for the 
portion relevant to a gamma correction circuit 208. In the digital camera of this 4th 
operation form, lessons is taken from gamma amendment table for high brightness 
pictures which can be set as a gamma correction circuit 208, and as shown in drawing 
17 , not only the offset value XI by the side of low brightness but the offset value X2 by 
the side of high brightness is set up. 

[0136] Thus, gamma amendment table TB for high brightness pictures generated 
recovers from the low brightness side offset value XI substantially, and is set up 
corresponding to the transfer characteristic curve Cmb which reaches the upper limit 
Ymax of an output intensity level, and is substantially saturated with the high 
brightness side offset value X2. That is, gamma transfer characteristic curve Cmb for 
these high brightness pictures compresses the criteria transfer characteristic curve CO 
in the direction of a x axis for the scale factor of (X2-Xl)/(Xmax-Xmin), with the 
dynamic range (0 - Ymax) of an output level maintained. Here, processing in the 
effective conversion range W of the range of X1-X2 with an effective input intensity 
level is performed. 

[0137] Based on the brightness information of an input picture signal, the transfer 
characteristic curve Cmb is generated there so that the effective contrast range PW 
( drawing 7 ) of an input picture signal and an effective conversion range W may be 
mostly in agreement, namely, so that Xl=Pmin and X2=Pmax may be materialized in 
approximation. Generation of this transfer characteristic curve Cmb is performed by 
the whole control section 211 the whole photography of each scene. 

[0138] <D-2. operation> drawing 18 is a flow chart explaining generation operation of 
gamma amendment table TB for high brightness pictures, and corresponds to Step S5 
of drawing 9 . 

[0139] First, at Step S31 and Step S32, the brightness minimum value Pmin contained 
in the input picture signal of a gamma correction circuit 208 and the brightness 
maximum Pmax are specified. This specification is carried out by the whole control 
section 211. The processing adds operation which specifies the brightness maximum 
Pmax as operation which specifies the brightness minimum value Pmin in the 3rd 
operation form. 

[0140] Next, at Step S33, gamma amendment table TB is generated so that the low 
brightness side offset value XI in the transfer characteristic curve Tmb and the high 
brightness side offset value X2 may be in agreement with the specified brightness 
minimum value Pmin and the brightness maximum Pmax, respectively. 
[0141] In Step 34, gamma amendment is performed based on generated gamma 
amendment table TB. 
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[0142] Since a transfer characteristic curve, therefore gamma amendment table are 
generable with the above operation based on the information on the ends of the 
effective contrast range PW of a picture signal, the maximum practical use of the 
effective contrast range PW can be carried out. 

[0143] Consequently, in the photography picture by which exaggerated exposure was 
carried out, the bias of the picture signal by the side of high brightness is correctable 
like the case of the 1st operation gestalt. 

[0144] About the image processing which improves the high brightness picture 
acquired with the <modification> O digital camera, it is not indispensable to carry out 
by the gamma correction circuit, and it may be performed in other signal 
transformation in a digital camera. However, as mentioned already, after bit length 
changes into a short picture signal, it is desirable to carry out simultaneously in the 
front or the conversion accompanied by change of bit length. 

[0145] O As illustrated to drawing 19 , the transfer characteristic curve for high 
brightness pictures may be the conversion curve Cmd which increases comparatively 
gently-sloping if it migrates to a low brightness field from the input signal level 0, and 
starts steeply in the intensity-level X0 (X0> 0) predetermined neighborhood. 
[0146] That is, the "standup section" of the transfer characteristic curve in this 
invention is a concept also containing the portion which it is not limited to the portion 
which has started from the strict zero level (y= 0) like drawing 8 , and can be 
substantially regarded as a standup. 

[0147] O You may realize the gamma correction circuit of each operation gestalt not by 
the digital circuit but by the analog circuit. In this case, the gamma correction circuit 
for high brightness pictures which has the transfer characteristic curve TA usually 
independently indicated to be a gamma correction circuit for photography to drawing 8 
before processing by A/D converter 205 is prepared. And the gamma correction circuit 
for these high brightness pictures performs signal transformation on the photography 
conditions (macro mode and flash plate photography) which can be judged 
comparatively quickly, without the brightness information of a picture analyzing. In 
this case, since the quantization error generated in a digital circuit does not arise, 
signal transformation can be performed with a sufficient precision. 

[0148] O Although gamma amendment table for the high brightness pictures of the 2nd 
operation gestalt is prepared two kinds, three or more kinds are sufficient as it. 
[0149] O It is not indispensable that the effective contrast range PW ( drawing 8 ) of an 
input picture signal and the effective conversion range W of transfer characteristic 
Kabul TB are completely in agreement with the 4th operation gestalt. But when a gap 
is in these range PW and W, it is desirable to enable it to include an effective conversion 
range W for an effective contrast range PW. 

[0150] O the [ the 1st and ] - about the transfer characteristic curve of 2 operation 
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gestalten, you may reduce a transfer characteristic curve to y shaft orientations for a 
predetermined scale factor so that the upper limit Xmax of an input intensity level may 
correspond to the output intensity-level upper limit Ymax 
[0151] 

[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, when photography conditions are flash 
plate photography in a short distance according to invention of a claim 1 and a claim 7, 
the transfer characteristic for high brightness pictures which usually started from the 
criteria transfer characteristic for photography, and the section shifted to the high 
brightness side of an input level is set as a signal transformation means. Consequently, 
in the photography picture by which exaggerated exposure was carried out, the bias of 
the picture signal by the side of high brightness is correctable. 

[0152] Moreover, according to invention of a claim 2 and a claim 7, since flash plate 
photography in a short distance is flash plate photography in the macro mode, it can 
specify photography conditions more simply. 

[0153] Moreover, the brightness minimum value contained in an input picture signal is 
specified, and since it determines that the transfer characteristic for high brightness 
pictures will start from near this brightness minimum value substantially, in 
reappearance of gradation, an input picture signal is effectively utilizable according to 
invention of a claim 3 and a claim 7. 

[0154] Moreover, according to invention of a claim 4 and a claim 7, the brightness 
minimum value and brightness maximum which are contained in an input picture 
signal were specified, and it started from near the brightness minimum value 
substantially, and it is determined that it is substantially saturated near the 
aforementioned brightness maximum by the transfer characteristic for high brightness 
pictures. Therefore, the effective contrast range of an input signal can be efficiently 
reflected in an output signal. 

[0155] Moreover, since the transfer characteristic for high brightness pictures is 
determined by carrying out the parallel displacement of the criteria transfer 
characteristic to the high brightness side of an input level according to invention of a 
claim 5 and a claim 7, the criteria transfer characteristic can be diverted and the 
transfer characteristic being simple and for high brightness pictures can be generated. 
[0156] Moreover, since the transfer characteristic for high brightness pictures is 
determined by compressing the criteria transfer characteristic by the input-level side, 
with the dynamic range of an output level maintained according to invention of a claim 
6 and a claim 7, the efficient transfer characteristic for high brightness pictures which 
can be reflected in an output level is [ the effective contrast range of an input signal ] 
generable simply. 
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[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] It is drawing showing the transverse plane of the digital camera. 1 

concerning the 1st operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 2] It is drawing showing the tooth back of a digital camera 1. 

[Drawing 3] It is drawing showing the base of a digital camera 1. 

[Drawing 4] It is the functional block diagram of a digital camera 1. 

[Drawing 5] It is the block diagram showing the internal configuration of the whole 

control section 211. 

[Drawing 6] It is drawing explaining picture storage of memory card 8. 

[Drawing 7] It is drawing showing the example which generated the histogram from 

the input picture signal. 

[Drawing 8] It is drawing showing gamma amendment table TA for high brightness 
pictures. 

[Drawing 9] It is a flow chart explaining the outline of operation of a digital camera 1. 
[Drawing 10] It is drawing explaining the example of the processing in a gamma 
correction circuit 208. 

[Drawing 11] It is drawing showing the example of the image processing based on 
gamma amendment table TA for high brightness pictures. 

[Drawing 12] It is drawing showing the example which generated the histogram from 
the input picture signal. 

[Drawing 13] It is drawing showing gamma amendment tables TA1 and TA2 for high 
brightness pictures. 

[Drawing 14] It is a flow chart explaining selection operation out of two kinds of 
gamma amendment tables TA1 and TA2. 

[Drawing 15] It is a flow chart explaining generation operation of gamma amendment 
table TA. 

[Drawing 16] It is drawing explaining the example of the processing in a gamma 
correction circuit 208. 

[Drawing 17] It is drawing showing gamma amendment table TB for high brightness 
pictures. 

[Drawing 18] It is a flow chart explaining generation operation of gamma amendment 
table TB. 

[Drawing 19] It is drawing showing the modification of gamma amendment table for 
high brightness pictures. 

[Drawing 20] Usually, it is drawing for explaining gamma amendment at the time of 
photography. 
[Description of Notations] 
1 Digital Camera 
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5 Built-in Flash Plate 
20 Macro Button 

Cm, Cml, Cm2, Cmb Transfer characteristic curve for quantity brightness pictures 

CO, CI, C2 It is usually the transfer characteristic curve of business. 

TA, TA1, TA2, TB gamma amendment table for quantity brightness pictures 

TO gamma amendment table usually for photography 

211 Whole Control Section 

208 Gamma Correction Circuit 

Pmin Brightness minimum value 

Pmax Brightness maximum 



[Translation done.] 
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